Abstract. The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries reclaimed Isahaya Bay to promote agriculture and prevent natural disaster, such as a storm surge. As part of surveys being conducted to monitor the environmental impact of this reclamation project we recorded bird species observed in Isahaya Bay and counted the number of individuals belonging to some orders, such as waterfowl and shorebirds. We divided the whole study period into three, based on the establishment of a sea levee and the completion of the project, and then compiled the change of avifauna corresponding to those periods. Before the reclamation project, Isahaya Bay was a major habitat for the birds living in tidal flats that represented the shorebirds. 
2,600 ha Table 1 . The number of observed species. The study period was divided into three phases: 1 Construction of a sea levee to reclaim land from Isahaya Bay, which began in 1986 and was completed in 1996. 2 The separation of the inside of the sea levee from the sea occurred in 1997, and thereafter creation of reclaimed land and construction of a regulating reservoir took place until 2007. 3 The period from completion of the reclamation project to the present day. In addition, each year was divided between March and April, and data from January to March was incorporated into the previous year. 1986, 1989 and 1990 . One survey consisted of three days with two censuses (i.e. six censuses) only if no census was interrupted by bad weather conditions. The mean number was calculated per census. Closed circles indicate that the species was observed but not counted. In addition, each year was divided between March and April, and data from January to March was incorporated into the previous year. Completion of the sea levee in 1997 created a huge area of reclaimed land that resulted in records of terrestrial birds moving into the new habitat. Species 1986 Species 1987 Species 1988 Species 1989 Species 1990 Species 1991 Species 1992 Species 1993 Species 1994 Species 1995 Species 1996 Species 1997 Species 1998 Species 1999 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Circus melanoleucos Appendix 1. Continued. Species 1986 Species 1987 Species 1988 Species 1989 Species 1990 Species 1991 Species 1992 Species 1993 Species 1994 Species 1995 Species 1996 Species 1997 Species 1998 Species 1999 
